
“It doesn’t make sense to keep hanging 
on to it,” Thayer said of the property, admit-
ting the move had been contemplated for 
more than a decade, when the in-school 
delivery model ramped up. “Last year we 
were only delivering about 25 percent in 
the building. Building utilization was only 
like 15 percent.”

The timing finally seemed right to sell, she 
related, and prospective buyers were wait-
ing. Among them was the humane society.

“They can expand their operations,” 
Thayer said. “Most of the cash (from the 
sale) is going to go right back into the 
endowment in our goal for the organization 
to be sustainable forever.”

There was also transition at the top, with 
Thayer succeeding R.J. McMahon at the 
helm of RCC.

“It was pretty smooth,” Thayer said, not-
ing she’d served on staff for six years.

She credited the board of directors with 
providing crucial strategic and fiscal lead-
ership, with many of the newer members 
well-connected Hinsdaleans.

“It’s really just a more locally based 
board, and that’s very, very promising for 
us,” Thayer said. 

The agency reaches all but three school 
districts in DuPage County. Teachers and 
parents are being leveraged to help rein-
force the sex education series — Puberty, 
Life Begins and Teen Sexual Health — as 
well as heroin addiction prevention mate-
rials.

“They really get three different experienc-
es: one time with the (RCC) educator, one 
time with the teacher and we’re increasing 
parent programming,” Thayer said. “We 
want to make deeper connections with the 
student.”

Wellness House

Wellness House Executive Director 
Jeanie Cella said the 28-year old organi-
zation is always seeking to support more 
people on the cancer journey. And 2017 
was no exception.

“We’ve moved beyond our walls and 
are offering our programs to underserved 
areas,” Cella said of the partner sites out-
side of Hinsdale where the organization 
has gained a presence. “Instead of building 
buildings that cost a lot to build and main-
tain, we’ve decided very strategically to 
make the best partnerships we could.”

Those include medical centers, YMCAs 
and other places more accessible for resi-
dents than a trek to Hinsdale.  

“We really grew. We saw a 62 percent 
increase in visits at our 13 partner locations 
in the Chicagoland area,” Cella reported.

There was also success in broadening the 
support base through that outreach. 

“We know that, in some of the areas, 
there are more opportunities with respect 
to where funders want their dollars to 
be driving impact,” Cella said. “They’re 
very excited about taking a program that’s 
almost 28 years old and sharing it.” 

She said the Hinsdale facility also saw 
a 10 percent boost in visits over 2016. 
Moreover, it could finally boast a full staff.

“That was a big deal. I think that was 
the first year in a long time,” she said. “We 
know our quality programs are partly due 
to the high quality people we have.”

While the expanding influence is reward-
ing, Cella said the organization needs to 
make sure it doesn’t overextend. 

“We don’t want to grow too fast. We want 
to pace ourselves,” she said. “You have to 
keep moving and figuring out how you’re 
going to be able to sustain this growth.”

The most-ever 3,088 registered walkers/
runners in the annual Walk for Wellness 
was an increase of 38 percent over 2016’s 
participation, and the $637,000 raised was 
a 25 percent jump.

“There was such an outpouring from 
this community,” Cella said, citing a large 
contingent walking for 10-year-old can-
cer patient Brooks Tonn of Hinsdale, who 
passed away last month.” I’m in awe of 
the community spirit that rallies around 
people.”
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Brian Powell has been caring for
the Western suburbs for almost four
decades. As a Hinsdale resident
Brian has assisted hundreds of
families over the years with the finest
care available. Brian is pleased to
offer his services through his new
company, Powell Funeral Directors.
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Caring for Hinsdale for 36 years

www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Brian is pleased to now offer his profes-
sional services using the beautiful funeral 
home facilities at Adolf  Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services, Ltd. 7000 S. Madison 
Street, Willowbrook, just minutes away 
from downtown Hinsdale. As a Hinsdale 
resident, Brian has assisted hundreds of  
families with the finest care available. 
Please contact Brian directly at 

FOSS ORGANIC CLEANERS

410 CHESTNUT ST. • HINSDALE • (630) 323-2323
www.FossOrganicCleaners.com

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm; Sat 8am-5pm

Quality Service ~ Natural Process ~ ENVIRONMENTALLY Safe

Pick Up and Delivery Service Monday & Thursday

Experts in the cleaning of household items:
• Comforters & Sheets
• Duvet Covers & Pillows

• Tablecloths & Napkins
• Draperies & Rugs

Specializing in Organic Cleaning Process
Sanitizing All Items

BEST CLEANERSIN TOWN!
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630.674.6635
BuyHinsdale.com    

Carol@Cikanek.com
8 E. Hinsdale Avenue • Hinsdale, IL 60521

      Carol Lee 
Cikanek
      Carol Lee 
Cikanek

Local Realtor
Highly Recommended

Dear Carol,

I wanted to express my satisfaction with the recent sale of my home and more 
importantly your role as our Realtor. Henry and I lived in the home for more 
than 30 years and we knew that moving would be very stressful with a myriad 
of emotions.  You continually provided feedback and information for your 
suggestions regarding the home sale putting rationale and reasoning into a very 
emotional process.

Throughout the “showing” phase, your experience was absolutely invaluable.

You were present during the showings and that was very important to me as 
I did not want unsupervised visits. I felt like you were interested in the house 
beyond the eventual sale and worked alongside us in getting the deal closed. 
I was very impressed with the finesse that you exhibited in handling the final 
negotiations and arrangements that needed to be done during the final phase. I 
cannot say enough how invaluable your experience came into use, specifically 
the final arrangements with the buyer and the buyer’s lawyer. I question 
whether the deal would have been concluded if you were not there to navigate 
the issues that came up in the end. 

I had interviewed more than one Realtor and I have said many times that I am 
so grateful that I chose you in the end. – Deborah and Henry Acuna

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell 
Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

High end sale Oak Brook – Hinsdale market area 12/17

Nonprofits take stock 
of past year
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